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What is LIFE?

• EU’s funding instrument for environment and climate action

LIFE Integrated Projects (IP)

• Large scale, at regional, multi-regional or national level

• Aim at fast implementation of validated plans, programs or 

strategies



LIFE IP CA 2016 BE-REEL!
With the contribution of the LIFE 

financial instrument of the 
European Union

LIFE IP CA 2016 BE-REEL!

LIFE IP CA 2016 BE-REEL! 2018 - 2024.

• BE REEL! goal: higher renovation rate Flemish and Walloon Regions

“Belgium Renovates for Energy Efficient Living”

• Supports the long-term renovation strategies (LTRS) 

• Budget > 14 million €, EU-grant 60%
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Target 2050: EPC-label A (100 kWh/m2)

By package of measures

Or global energy score

General Target 

2050High performant and sustainable heating dwellings
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FLANDERS: ONLY 5,6% COMPLIES (313 000 UNITS)

Target 2050: label A (100 kWh/m2)

In Belgium

5,6 million dwellings  

>200 billion € investment needed

Residential buildings and appartments, 1/1/21
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Creating Impact –

Initiating & realizing deep renovations

New policy instruments

Business model innovation

Demonstration projects

Best Practice

Capacity building

Horizontal

approach

Vertical 

approach



LIFE IP CA 2016 BE-REEL!
With the contribution of the LIFE 

financial instrument of the 
European Union

Examples: Tools Regional policy 

▪Housing Passport

▪Quickscan

▪Roadmap
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Free Housing Passport since end of 2018 in Flanders
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Tools: Quickscan
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Tools: 

Roadmap 
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Translation of renovation strategy to local authorities

By testing practices in pilot and demonstration projects 

Local - LTRS actions 
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• Good examples of local renovation strategy 2050

• Tool for data-supported strategy development

• Customer journey approach

• Step-by-step plan for project development, technical and 

financing practices for apartments, rental sector, collective 

renovations and one-stop-shop approach
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I. Demonstration actions 

• Collective renovation 

• Apartment 

• Renewable energy projects 

• Vulnerable people projects

II. Renovation advice network 

• Energy advice network: training

III. Supporting construction workers 

• Education and technical training  

Demonstration and capacity building actions H
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BE REEL! 

Demonstration 

Projects

Planned total 7840 

units - levering 336 

million euro 

investments
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Masterclasses 

renovation advice

https://be-reel.getlearnworlds.com

Training local renovation advice centres

Planned 600, actual 1689 users (2021)
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https://be-reel.getlearnworlds.com/
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Belgian Building Research Institute

Webinars

Almost 3000 registered participants

https://be-renovatief.be

TRAINING BUILDING PROFESSIONALS

https://be-renovatief.be/
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LESSONS LEARNED

• EU funds offer time and capacity for product development and exchange

• Speeds things up

• Enriches policy development based on experiences (+ and -)

• Stimulates cooperation central & local level + interregional

BUT

• Heavy application procedures

• Heavy reporting workload

• Staff recruitment and retention not easy

• Big projects are not evident to manage

NEXT LIFE grant approval

One-Stop-Shop development 2023-2025: smaller and more focus
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Thank you for your

attention!

[Add name and email]

Thank you

Roel Vermeiren

VLAAMS ENERGIE EN KLIMAATAGENTSCHAP 
(VEKA)
LIFE IP 2016 BE REEL!

roel.vermeiren@vlaanderen.be
www.be-reel.be

mailto:roel.vermeiren@vlaanderen.be
http://www.be-reel.be/

